Crowd-Continuity

them the generations past and the generations to come
form with those that are alive one single whole. All live
eternally, though it is only some that happen at any
moment to be upon the earth. They think of Humanity
as a single Being, spiritual and eternal, manifesting itself
in time in the series of generations.

What any generation can accomplish in faith and
growth is little compared with what has been accomplished
for them by the generations that have gone before. This
is evident enough in the case of material possessions and
the great treasure of the world's art, but it is still more
true for the world's ideals. It is these that are the most
precious of all its belongings, and for the preservation of
these it has, not individuals, however great, but crowds to
thank. For let me declare again that it is in crowds that
ideals reside. It is they that incorporate them and they
that transmit them. An individual may invent an ideal,
but unless he can get it incorporated in a crowd it is bar-
ren of effect and dies with him. Rail against the crowd
as we may for its intolerance, its pride, its fickleness, its
lack of measure, and all the other shortcomings of which
we are only too easily aware, it yet remains true that
upon crowds our spiritual life depends, that from them we
draw our enthusiasms, and to them we owe those flames of
love and passion and glory which make the life of each
individual the splendid opportunity that it is.

Alas! my subject runs away with me, and many a
simple fact needing to be set down plainly in its place is
liable to be forgotten in the heat of writing. I have
written only of the limited crowds, the organised bodies

that have a definite membership, but others of more
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